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1.GNP

2.ISO

3.SMS

4.0PEC

5. permanent urban residence certificate
6.urban housing provident fund
7.light makeup

8. lucky draw

9. duplication of production

10. rechargeable card

11.flat fare

12. return banquet

13.extensive management

14. permanent international tribunal
15.conventional weapon
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1.

It isn’t often that one has the chance to congratulate a noted woman writer on her 80th birthday.
So on October 5 last year, when I went to Bing Xin’s house, I felt very excited. I explained that I
hoped she would tell me something about how she became a poet. “I haven’t written poetry for many
years,” she said smiling. “But I still love to read good poetry.”

Bing Xin was fortunate to have parents who encouraged her to study and write. When she was

attending a women’s college in Beijing in 1919, an event occurred which changed the whole course
of her life. That was the May 4th Movement, a patriotic democratic movement started by students in
Beijing. The mass demonstrations made a deep impression on her. She threw herself into the struggle
and was put in charge of publicity by the Student Union. She wrote poems, articles and stories,
attacking imperialism and feudalism in its various forms.
Going to the U.S. in 1923 to study literature, she wrote down her impressions on the way and during
her stay there. These were published in the collection To Little Readers.The book brought her instant
fame, not only because she was a woman writer, but also because of the noble sentiments in the book.
Quite a few younger writers say it was Bing Xin’s writings that started them on the road they have
since followed.

2.

One day about fifteen years ago I suddenly came face to face with myself and realized there was
something quite empty -about my life. My friends and associates perhaps didn’t see it. By the
generally accepted standards, I was “successful.” I was head of a prosperous manufacturing concern
and led what is usually referred to as an “active” life, both socially and in business. But it didn’t
seem to me to be adding up to anything. I was going around in circles. I worked hard, played hard,
and pretty soon I discovered I was hitting the highballs harder than I needed., I wasn’t a candidate for
Alcoholics Anonymous. But to be honest with myself I had to admit I was drinking more than was
good for me. It may have been out of sheer boredom.

I began to wonder what to do. It occurred to me that I might have gotten myself too tightly
wrapped up in my job, to the sacrifice of the basic but non-materialistic values of life. It struck me
abruptly that [ was being quite selfish. That my major interest in people was in what they meant to
me. What they represented as business contacts or employees, not what I might mean to them. I
remembered that as my mother sent me to Sunday school as a boy, and encouraged me to sing in the
church choir, she used to tell me that the value of what she called a good Christian background was
in having something to tie to. I put in a little thought recalling the Golden Rule and some of the other
first principles of Christianity. I began to get interested in YMCA work.
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